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Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 COTONO 01269 121355Z 
50 

ACTION AID-59 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 EUR-25 ISO-OO SCI-06 PC-10 USIA-15 IO-14 

INR-11 DODE-OO AGR-20 INT-08 COME-OO SWF-02 FDRE-00 

DRC-01 RSC-01 /183W 

042041 

R 12133 1Z AUG 74 
FM AMEMBASSY COTONOU 
TO AMEMBASSY NIAMEY 
INFO AMEMBASSY ABIDJAN 
SECSTATE WASHDC 6457 
AMEMBASSY BAMAKO 
AMEMBASSY LOME 
AMEMBASSY OUAGADOUGOU 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 

UNCLAS COTONOU 1269 

AFDROUGHT 

EO 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EAID, DM, MS 

SUB J : PARAKOU-GAO TRUCK LINK 

REF COTONOU 1230 

1. EMBASSY GRAIN EXPEDITER MADE ON SITE INSPECTION PARAKOU 
AUG 9 AND REPORTED OCDN GRAIN STOCKS STAND AT 1966 MT OF WHICH 
1180 MT IS US GRAIN FROM DELTA URUGUAY DESTINED FOR GAO. TRUCKERS 
STILL UNWILLING TRANSPORT TO GAO BECAUSE OF SUPPOSED BAD STATE 
OF ROAD. IF AWAITED REPORT ON ROAD CONDITIONS BETWEEN AYOROU- 
ANSONGO-GAO PORTION OF ROAD BEING MADE BY DRIVERS' OWN SYN- 
DICATE AND ADO/NIAMEY INDICATES GOOD CONDITIONS, THEY FEEL 

TEN TRUCKS A DAY WOULD LEAVE FOR GAO. 

2. TRUCKERS WHO HAVE PREVIOUSLY TRANSPORTED TO GAO REPORT 
GENERALLY HIGH LEVEL OF COOPERATION FROM MALIAN OFFICIALS 
BUT REQUESTED THAT THEY BE ASKED NOT TO WEIGHT EACH SACK OF 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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GRAIN WHEN DISCHARGING CARGO IN GAO AS THIS INCREASES TURN- 
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AROUND TIME BY TWO-FOUR DAYS. (THIS PROCEDURE ALSO RESULTS 
IN TRUCKS. TRAVELING IN CONVOY, RACING EACH OTHER FOR FIRST 
PLACE IN WEIGHING STATION LINE DURING LAST FIVE-TEN KILOME- 
TERS OF JOURNEY). 

3. OCDN OFFICIALS IN PARAKOU REPORTED THAT FREIGHT TRAIN 
SCHEDULE HAS BEEN CUT BACK BY HALF BECAUSE OF VACTIONING 
STAFF. ALTHOUGH THIS CUTS GRAIN SHIPMENTS BY APPROX 200 MT 
A DAY, NEITHER US NOR WFP OFFICIALS IN COTONOU WERE INFORMED 
OF IT. WFP REPS MEETING WITH OCDN AUG 14 AND WILL RAISE ISSUE. 
GRAHL 
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Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
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Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
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Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
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Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974COTONO01269 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D740220-0615 
From: COTONOU 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19740856/aaaabvyz.tel 

Line Count: 72 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
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Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
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